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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

While organisations around the world are trying to calculate a COVID-19 crisis aftermath, the World
Economic Forum sees opportunities in “The Great Reset” and the UN is advocating the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG).# Global leaders have the obligation to seek collaborations to combat the
consequences of this devastating pandemic. South Africa launched the Sustainable Infrastructure
Development Symposium (SIDSSA 2020)° and is looking into green infrastructure bonds to accelerate
growth. Energy sector transitions (with increasing renewable energy mix) and transport sector
transitions (with migration to eMobility) are infrastructure developments that have globally gained
momentum before COVID-19.

With more emphasis on investment plans to drive “post” COVID-19 economic transformation, the
opportunities in these sector transformations have encouraged international governments to launch
green stimulus funds for their industries and markets.5 COVID-19 pandemic is a crisis that’s affecting
all of us, and the immediate response from all policymakers to focus on protecting public health, helping
those individuals whose livelyhoods are in jeopardy, and whilst stabilising the economy is the
appropriate measure. However, its vital that the much needed recovery is sustainable and the glaring

approach is to promote a green recovery which will enable our world to be more reilients to such crisis.”

In order to guide the process of South Africa’s national energy transitions to be a “Just Energy
Transitions”, it is up to South African government and local industry stakeholders to play their
respective roles.® IRP 2019 is a central and progressive policy that recognises unequivocally that the
cheapest approach to produce reliable new electricity in South Africa is through adding an energy mix

of solar PV, wind, nuclear and gas etc. to our declining fleet of coal fire plants. The policy reveals the



significant number coal fire plants that shall be replaced with cleaner energy sources until 2030.°

The transition to electricity as a fuel (EaaF), however, requires integration and collaboration of the
transport and energy sectors. New supply chains in a developing South African electric transportation
industry alongside green energy developments promise to create a diverse spectrum of job opportunities

and boost economic competitiveness.

In these processes, it is imperative to attract private investment (foreign and local) and empower local
industrialists®? alongside the development of new infrastructure in the energy and transport sectors as
well as it is important to create matching®® job opportunities. To ensure that advantages outweigh
potential disadvantages of using electricity as a transportation fuel, this necessitates for policies and
regulations to be reviewed in order for them to encourage innovations to combat the effects of the

COVID-19 crisis and the continuous decline of our economy.!?

Investments into modern and sustainable infrastructure like an eMobility Ecosystem entailing charge
points (ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGERS) as well as digital connectivity (CHARGING NETWORK
SERVICES & APPLICATIONS), green energy generation (RENEWABLE ENERGY) and energy
security methods (ENERGY STOARGE SYSTEMS) are essential. For the South African government
to pro-actively guide these opportunities with strategies for “post” COVID-19 economic stimulus, the
benefits of such investments must be guided by policies and regulations that ensure broad-based

economic developments.*?

The IRP 2019 as central resource policy needs to be reviewed and shall further inform other related
policies and regulations that have influence on encouraging innovations of the energy and transport
transitions. The aforementioned must be cognisant of the important role that electric powered transport

and its ecosystem can have by shifting the transport sector’s energy demand towards electricity.

Innovative policies and regulations shall enable South Africa to build modern sustainable infrastructure
and increase local manufacturing opportunities by attracting holistic “post” COVID-19 investments.
The fundamental aspect is to facilitate urgently needed economic stimulus to have positive impact on
broad-based economic recovery, as an eMobility Ecosystem can provide stabilising mechanisms for the
“disintegrating” national utility (ESKOM), strengthen municipalities, provide sustainable employment,
implement more affordable, secure transport for all and make South Africa more competitive for the

export of these green technologies.

In accordance with the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996 section 24, it is imperative
we uphold our obligations to the signed Paris Agreement® and combine efforts towards invigorating
the economy for a positive recovery from the COVID-19 crisis. The call from the Presidency?® that is
encouraging private sector investment to support the South African government in getting our country
back on track to positive economic transformation and recovery indicates the willingness of the

government to provide policies and regulations that create a conducive environment to private investors.
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